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Response to Arguments 

1 . The applicant argues tliat tlie compliant structure (indicated by the Examiner as 
element "42") extends between two outer sheets (38, 40) to form the compression 
member (32), which is not located between the manifold (54, 56) and the fuel cell (16), 
but rather parallel to the plane of the fuel cell. Thus, the compliant structure (indicated 
by the Examiner as element "42") does not accommodate for the differences in the 
thermal expansion coefficients in the same plane between the fuel cell and the manifold, 
as asserted by the Examiner. 

In response, the fact that the element "42" may be parallel to the fuel cell does 
not negate the fact that it can also be located between the fuel cell "16" and the 
manifold "56". As shown in Figure 2, the compliant portion "42" extends between the 
fuel cell "16" and the sealed fuel passage "56" formed by plate "34" because the 
compliant portion "42" contacts both the fuel cell "16" and the plate "34". In addition, the 
corrugated structure of element "42" is capable of accommodating for differences in the 
thermal expansion coefficients in the same plane as the hollow manifold as claimed 
because the structure of element "42" can extend in the same (horizontal) plane as the 
fuel cell. 
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